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The proposed legislation may decrease state general fund expenditures by an indeterminable amount.  The proposed
legislation would allow offenders who have served 10 years in prison and reached the age of 60 to be eligible for parole
consideration.  There would be a potential cost savings available for those that meet the requirements of the proposed law
and are ultimately granted parole.

According to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, there are 803 offenders who have served 10 years and are at
least 60 years old. However, regarding the conditions for parole, only 72 offenders have not been convicted of a violent crime
or a sex offense, 49 of the 72 offenders have a low-risk designation, and 19 of the 72 offenders have obtained a GED or high
school diploma.  There are 15 offenders that have a low-risk designation, a GED, and did not commit a violent crime. 

Currently, the Department of Corrections houses 50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.  For
each offender granted parole, the cost savings to the state would be approximately $53.25 ($55.78 per offender per day -
$2.53 per day under parole supervision) per inmate per day housed in state institutions for any inmate that would be
released on parole supervision as opposed to remaining incarcerated.  For illustrative purposes, if 7 of the 15 offenders were
housed in a state facility and were granted parole, the annual savings would be $136,054 ($53.25 per day x 365 days x 15
offenders).

To the extent the offender is housed in a local facility, the cost savings to the state would be approximately $21.86 ($24.39
per offender per day - $2.53 per day under parole supervision) per inmate per day housed in local facilities for any inmate
that would be released on parole supervision as opposed to remaining incarcerated.  For illustrative purposes, if the 8 of the
15 offenders were housed in a state facility and granted parole, the annual savings would be $63,831 ($21.86 per day x 365
days x 8 offenders).

The annual potential cost savings to the state if all 15 offenders are released from state and local facilities could be $199,885
($136,054 state facilities + $63,831 local facilities).

The proposed legislation provides that any person sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections who has served at least 10 years of a term of imprisonment shall be eligible for parole consideration upon
reaching the age of 60 if the following conditions are met: 1) the offender has not been convicted of a crime of violence, or a
sex offense; 2) the offender has not committed any disciplinary offenses in the 12 months prior to parole eligibility; 3) the 
offender has completed the mandatory minimum of 100 hours of pre-release programming; 4) the offender has completed
substance abuse treatment as applicable; 5) the offender has obtained a GED credential, unless previously obtained a high
school diploma or is deemed by a certified educator as incapable of obtaining a GED credential due to a learning disability; 6)
the offender has obtained a low-risk designation determined by a validated risk assessment instrument approved by the
secretary of the DPS&C.

Self-generated revenue could increase by an indeterminable amount in future fiscal years beyond the period reflected above
due to the proposed legislation.  Any offenders released through geriatric parole would pay a monthly parole fee of $53.
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